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Moomg crackdown

consequences

he decision by the

Canal & River Trust to
crack down on overstay-
ing on visitor moorings
may be having a distinct-
ly negative impact on
canalside businesses.
Simon Jenkins, managing
Director of Norbury Wharf
on the Shropshire Union
Canal, says he has seen a
dramatic drop in the num-
bers of boaters using the
mostly 48-hour visitor moor-
ings near his headquarters.
He said: “Is it just a coinci-
dence, or is the fact that the
Trust is clamping down on
people overstaying at public
moorings having an effect
on the amount of people we
are seeing at Norbury visi-
tors moorings this winter?

Diminished

“We have noticed over the
last two years the number of
visiting boats that stay in
this whole area over the
winter period has dimin-
ished almost to none.
“If we look down the moor-
ings here at Norbury there
are one or two boats, and
they are only here for a day
or two.
“l am not condoning the
overstaying by certain
boaters at popular moor-
ings, however, | do think
that the hard line that the

having unintended

The towpath at Norbury Junction three years ago - busy with boats - today there are
just one or two on most days, says Simon Jenkins

Trust is taking is starting to
impact on canal side busi-
nesses such as ourselves.
Dropped
“We used to sell plenty of
coal and diesel in the winter
to boats visiting Norbury
and staying for a while, but
we have noticed that sales
have dropped as have the

visiting boats.

“l do think that C&RT should
revise their mooring policies
for continuous cruisers, One
way they could solve this
issue is to remove the short-
term restrictions, like the 48-
hour mooring limits that now
cover most of the
Shropshire Union Canal dur-

ing the winter months.
“They are not really needed
then and it would mean
boats cruising in the winter
would not feel obliged to
either move almost daily in
bad weather or go some-
where less restrictive. It
sounds easy to me.”
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Norbury

eading up the compa-

ny is the very good
looking Simon (says the
man who happens to have
written this).

Simon has been involved with
all sorts of boats all of his life,
he has been boat building since
the late 1980’s, travelled most
of the navigable connected sys-
tem, had too many narrow
boats to remember how many,
and still loves boats and the
canals.

Doing all things technical and
woodwork is the not so good

looking Mick.

Mick has been fitting boats out
since the late eighties and has
completed more full fit outs
than he cares to remember
(although he is getting on a bit
now so his memory isn’t as
good as it used to be)

Looking after the day to day

running of Norbury is the
‘young one’ David.

David has also been involved
with boats since he was born
and has never been away from
them, apart from a very short
stay in Spain; but the lure of the
canals and boats beckoned him
back.

In charge of the books, the
bookings and far too many
other things to mention is

Ange as she is known to every-
one has been messing about
with boats for the last 12 years
and also lives aboard.

Doing all of the painting on the
boats is Lee (often referred to
as Smurf, although he doesn’t
like the nick name).

Lee too was born with boats
and the canals in his blood,
coming from a family of boat-
men and women, his late moth-

er and father were some of the
last working boatmen on the
canals, you could say he has
canal water in his veins!
Looking after the wharf and
doing the bottom blacking is
split between Mike and Fred.
They are both characters in

their own right, Fred who is well
past his sell by date (retirement
age) and Mike who is a

especially boats.

At the start of 2014 both estate agents and
boat brokers reported their best month for

Mystery of the January boom

hat is it about January and the

sales? It’s not just the department
stores and supermarkets - the buying
bug seems to spread to houses and

shops use.

“l can't explain it, but sales have been quite
fast and furious in recent months and, if we
get another good set of sales this January we

is something we have seen over recent years
and it seems to have nothing to do with dis-
counts or any of the other gimmicks the big
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young spring chicken by com-
parison, they both do a great
job at looking after peoples bot-
toms, and they both live on
boats.

Bernard, well where do you
start with Bernard, he is really
part of the furniture here at
Norbury.

a il
He has been involved with nar-
rowboats virtually all of his life,
he is a well know, some might
even say infamous, character
around these parts of
Staffordshire. He looks after
most of the welding, fabrication
and engineering tasks on all
steel boats. He is well past his
retirement age too, but he still
keeps coming in and doing a
bit, and leaving a bit for later!
Sorting out the dining duties are
Denise and Sylvia.

They are both great at their job,

they not only keep the staff well
fed but also the thousands of

T may only be January but you
can't plan too far ahead to be
in a loved one's good books
come February 14.

What could be more romantic
than the winter canal by moon-
light — a warm and cosy cruise
from Norbury Wharf, south-
wards along the Shropshire
Union, in our trip boat the
Shropshire Star.

customers that visit the tea
rooms every year, and they also
keep the customers entertained
too!

Keeping the rest of the cus-
tomers entertained in the office
is Joyce.

Joyce is a one off (thank good-
ness) she looks after bookings
for the hire fleet as well as the
day boats and the trip boat, she
also answers the phone, serves
the customers, helps in the tea
room and gives David and
Simon a constant headache
with her scouse wit!

Making a lovely job of looking
after the cleaning of the hire
fleet, the trip boat, the day
boats and the holiday cottage is
Carol.

She’s also known as Mrs
Handbag (don’t ask!) and suf-
fers camera shyness, as you
can see from the picture of her
hat.

We'll be serving a proper fish
and chip supper along the way
as well as hot drinks and the
opportunity to buy a winter
warmer from the on-board bar.
There will be fish and chip sup-
pers on the Friday night and the
Saturday night,costing £29.99
for two people to include Fish N
chips, three hour cruise from
Norbury to High Onn and
return.

Making the the trip boat go in a
straight line is Will, who also
comes form a boating back-
ground. His grandfather was
known as Chocolate Charlie,
Atkins, so nicknamed because
his main carrying contract was
delivering chocolate crumb
from the Cadburys factory at
Knighton on the Shropshire
Union Canal to the factory at
Bournville - along the same
canal where Will now steers our
trip boat!

The latest member of our team
is Jake.

Jake worked here a few years
back as an engineer, his main
passion in life is tractors and
vintage engines but boats come
a close second so he loves
nothing more than being in an
oily bilge with a dirty engine!

Of course, many more work
here part time in the summer
months and without them the
place wouldn’t buzz like it does.

Get afloat:
try
the fun’of:
boating
Take a trip
on Victory,
Defiant,
Bounty - our
day boats for
10 people.
You can
enjoy up to
17 miles of
the beautiful
Shropshire
Union canal
with no locks
and 6 pubs!
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